
Psalm 12
Today we aren’t actually going to get into Psalm 12, we’re just going to look at one word in the 
first verse.

Verse 1
FAITHFUL 

2 Kings 12:15 Moreover they reckoned not with the men, into whose hand they delivered the 
money to be bestowed on workmen: for they dealt faithfully.

They dealt loyally, truly; they were worthy of having faith put in them.
They did as they were told to do. They were faithful to that which was expected of them. They 
didn’t stray from that, using the money for other purposes. They used it for only that purpose 
that they had been given it for. They were faithful.

2 Chronicles 19:8 Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, and of the 
priests, and of the chief of the fathers of Israel, for the judgment of the LORD, and for 
controversies, when they returned to Jerusalem.
9 And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear of the LORD, faithfully, and with a 
perfect heart.
10 And what cause soever shall come to you of your brethren that dwell in their cities, between 
blood and blood, between law and commandment, statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn 
them that they trespass not against the LORD, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your 
brethren: this do, and ye shall not trespass.
11 And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah 
the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king's matters: also the Levites 
shall be officers before you. Deal courageously, and the LORD shall be with the good.

So he told them to judge and do faithfully, and with a perfect heart.
Faithfulness is constancy, consistency, justness. To deal truly with someone.

FAITH 

Now, we understand the word faithful pretty well. But there is another related word that we 
sometimes struggle with. I’ve never really had a good grasp of what exactly it means. I wouldn’t 
have been able to give you a clear definition of it. And that word is faith.
The words faith and faithful sort of occupy different parts of our brain. Even though they come 
from the same latin root, I think most people probably don’t relate their definitions very closely.
Many of us would laugh if someone told us that “faithfulness” meant being full of faith. That 
sounds strange.
And often it is true that different words derived from a single root have different meanings. But 
the fact is that the meanings of faith and faithful, as used in the Bible, are actually much closer 
to each other than the definitions that we give them today.
I suppose that these words’ meanings in common usage have moved apart over time, both have 
strayed from their latin root.
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But if you’re ready for a surprise, I’ll tell you which one has strayed the furthest: faith. Faith has 
strayed from its original meaning, its meaning as the Bible uses it, much further than “faithful” 
has. (And the implication there is that the meaning of “faith” is much closer to the meaning of 
“faithful” than vice versa.)
Probably that is because faith is a theological word, and theology tends to bend words all out of 
shape to help fit particular interpretations of different passages. Theological use of a word tends 
to really muddy the waters.
So today we’re going to go through the Bible and get a Biblical definition of faith.
We’ve just seen how the Bible uses the word “faithful”: very much as we use it today. We’re now 
going to see how the Bible actually ties faith to faithfulness.

The word faith is only used two times in the OT.

Deuteronomy 32:15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown 
thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed 
the Rock of his salvation.
16 They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to 
anger.
17 They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came 
newly up, whom your fathers feared not.
18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee.
19 And when the LORD saw it, he abhorred them, because of the provoking of his sons, and of 
his daughters.
20 And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a 
very froward generation, children in whom is no faith.

There was no constancy in them, they were not true, there was no truth in them, they left him for 
another God. They were unfaithful, there was no faith, no loyalty, in them.

The other place in the OT that faith is used is Habakkuk 2.
To understand the way that faith is being used in Habakkuk 2 we need to get some background 
from Habakkuk 1:

Habakkuk 1:1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.
2 O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and 
thou wilt not save!

That sounds a lot like David, in Psalm 10 and now again in Psalm 12 he’ll do the same thing, 
crying out to God and asking him why he doesn’t bring deliverance and judgement on the 
oppressor.

3 Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence 
are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention.

You’re going to see that this is very like Psalm 12.

4 Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass 
about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.
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OK, so that gives us some context. There is oppression in Israel, wicked and grievous men. 
Judgement doesn’t go forth.

Then it goes on and it speaks of how God will bring up judgement upon them through the 
Chaldeans, and then how the king of Babylon will trespass and himself be judged, but how the 
nations will hunt and fish the people.
And so Habakkuk is still crying out to God, because although judgement has been brought on 
the oppressors in Israel, it just means that new oppressors, from a strange nation, have risen up 
and taken those of Israel that are left captive.
So Habakkuk is still unsatisfied, and asks God when this will stop and the nations will be stilled.
Having made that petition, that’s where Habakkuk 2 picks up:

Habakkuk 2:1 I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see 
what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.

So Habakkuk knows that maybe he’s asking for too much, that Israel is too wicked, and God will 
reprove him for interceding.

2 And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he 
may run that readeth it.
3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.

God tells Habakkuk that the vision is going to come, he’s not going to repent. And so Habakkuk 
is to write it and make it plain.

4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.

We see here in this verse God comparing the upright and the just, those of faith, with those 
whose souls are lifted up. They are proud. And God is mocking them, because the upright will 
be saved, and being lifted up isn’t what makes an upright heart. It’s the furthest thing from it.
Those that are upright, are the just, those with faith.
So we can see here that God is referring back to the description of the wicked that was given at 
the start of chapter 1: spoiling and violence and wrong judgement proceeding.
They were lifted up, and were compassing about the righteous to destroy them.
And God said that he’s going to bring judgement and destroy all those whose hearts are lifted 
up, and save only the upright in heart, the just—he shall live by his faith.
So what he’s saying is that only the just are going to be left alive. They only will be left alive, 
because of their faith. It is their faith that will save them.
And what is that faith?
It is that which sets him apart from the wicked. The wicked were unjust, giving wrong 
judgement, and oppressing the righteous. They were unjust.
But there are some that aren’t being unjust in the law. They have remained true and honest, and 
they speak constantly, they are consistent, not respecting persons—they have faith. They are 
true and upright.
So you see that when he says faith, it is just another way of describing being just. Faithfulness 
and justness, that is what these people have. 
We could say that the just will live by his faithfulness, and you’d understand better what it is 
saying. The just shall live by this faithfulness.

�3



It is important that it doesn’t say that though. Because faithfulness is an action. He’s not talking 
about an action, he’s talking about a state of being, the nature of the heart of these people.
You can be just but not bring justice. You can have faith, and be thwarted from living out 
faithfulness, making sure right and truth take the day, because of the wicked.
So God isn’t looking at their actions, he’s looking at their heart. And he’s looking for faith, 
justness, right judgement, constancy, uprightness.

So that’s how faith is used in the OT. And it is used the same way in the NT.
First time that faith is used in the NT:

Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:
20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal:
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

So Christ is talking to the disciples about their hearts, and how where their treasure is reflects, 
or in fact dictates, what is in their heart.
So he is comparing their heart to what they value, what they treasure.
He’s telling them that there is a connection between what kind of treasures you lay up for 
yourself, and what is in your heart.

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full 
of light.
23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in 
thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!
24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Jesus tells them that they cannot serve two masters, one with their flesh and the other with their 
heart. They can’t be split between two things.
If they serve mammon, the things of this world, their heart will be set on treasures of this life.
If they serve God, then they’ll lay up heavenly treasures, and set their heart on that.
So there should be a consistency between what they do, how they live, and what is in their 
heart, what they say they are and want themselves to be.
If they’re inconsistent, if the serve mammon outwardly, then that’s where their heart will end up 
being.

25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body 
than raiment?
26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?
27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil 
not, neither do they spin:
29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into 
the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?
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These disciples are seeking God, they want to serve him, they want to be his disciples, they 
want their heart to be with God in heaven. That’s what they’re seeking.
But while they say they are seeking to serve God, at the same time they’re also serving this 
world.
Here is God’s Son, come and given them a work to do, that they might serve God, and bring in 
his kingdom, and that they might find and know the Father.
And yet they aren’t behaving like servants of God. They want to serve him, but instead they’re 
serving mammon, so that they can survive.
And yet if God is really their master, then isn’t it his responsibility to provide for them as they 
carry out the work that he has called them to do? If they are his servants, shouldn’t they just be 
serving him and trusting him to provide?
And yet here they are serving this world instead.
And Christ points out their inconsistency here, how they are trying to serve two masters. And he 
says they are of little faith.
Christ is saying by that that they aren’t trusting God fully, yes, but more importantly, do you see 
here how their lack of faith is a lack of faithfulness to a single master? It is a lack of trueness, of 
singleness, of consistency.
They aren’t faithful servants, they serve God some of the time, but some of the time they serve 
mammon. So they are unfaithful, they are of only a little faith.
So you see how he isn’t just saying that they aren’t believing God. If you asked them they would 
probably have told you that they believed that God could provide for them if he wanted to. But 
what Christ is saying here is that there is a lack of consistency between what they say is in their 
heart and what they are actually doing. It is that lack of faithfulness to God, not serving him fully, 
that Christ is talking about when he says that they are of little faith. 

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things.
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.
34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of 
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

Second time that faith is mentioned in the NT:

Matthew 8:5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, 
beseeching him,
6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.
7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.
8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my 
roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.
9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he 
goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.
10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I 
have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.
11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.
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12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.
13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto 
thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.

This helps us to better see the connection between faith and belief. Jesus said that this man 
believed, and that he hadn’t found so great faith as that in Israel.
So what is faith here? Is it belief? Yes it is.
But then why doesn’t it just say, ‘I haven’t found so great belief,’ or ‘I haven’t found so great 
trust.’ Why does it say “faith”?
What was so significant about this man, that Jesus said he had great faith?
This centurion came to Christ seeking that he would heal someone. But many people of Israel 
came seeking healing.
The difference is that this man came seeking healing from Christ, not by him laying his hands 
upon them, not even my touching the border of his garment, but by Jesus just speaking the 
word.
This man had greater faith, because he was more consistent than those other people.
Some people were willing to believe that Christ could heal people. They’d even come to him for 
healing. But there was a limit to what they believed.
They might believe that Christ could heal by laying on of hands, but they wouldn’t believe that 
he could heal by just saying the word, and heal a person who was perhaps miles away.
Then there were those who would believe that Christ could do that if he wanted to, but nobody 
came and asked him to do it. They believed that he was Christ, and that he could do all things, 
and that if he wanted to he could heal someone in the next town just by saying the word. They 
believed that was possible. But they never acted on that belief.
This man not only believed that, he acted on it.
And so he was consistent. He was the only one who took what Christ claimed, believed it, 
considered the implications, and believed all of them too, carried everything to its logical 
conclusions, and didn’t draw a line between what was possible and what he’d profess and act 
on and live by.
He was consistent in his beliefs and actions with what Christ said and did. He didn’t have a 
double-standard. He was single and true, he had faith.
The other people had a double-standard. They’d believe so far, but there were some things that 
they’d maybe believe, but that they wouldn’t dare act on or live by. They were inconsistent. They 
weren’t as faithful to who Christ was in their belief, they had less faith.
This man had greater faith, greater consistency in his beliefs based on Christ’s words and 
actions, than anyone in Israel had shown.
So in that sense faith is not just believing what someone says, or what God says, but being 
faithful, consistent and earnest, in that belief.
Faith is the state of the heart of a person whose actions are consistent and faithful to their 
beliefs.
It isn’t the actions themselves, but it is that state of the heart that naturally results in those 
actions, when given free course. It is a quality of belief.
Think of it this way. We say that someone is faithful when they are loyal to something, when 
they follow it wholly, adhere to it consistently.
A faithful person is someone who is full of faith—full of loyalty, consistency, singleness of heart.

Another good example of that:
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Matthew 16:5 And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take 
bread.
6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees.
7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.

And so these guys think that Jesus is brining up leaven kind of hinting them that he is hungry, 
and why didn’t they bring some bread along.
Now, remember that they’ve just seen Jesus do two miracles in which he fed thousands of 
people using almost nothing.
And now they think that Christ is worried about their food supply.

8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among 
yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?
9 Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how 
many baskets ye took up?
10 Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?
11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?

Jesus asks them how in the world they can be thinking that he’s worried that they won’t have 
enough bread to eat.
That’s terribly inconsistent with what they’ve seen Christ do. Don’t they believe that he can 
create bread for them to eat if he needs to? They’ve seem him do it on a huge scale, not once, 
but twice.
They aren’t being true to what they’ve seen, and their belief that this man is the Son of God. 
They’re being inconsistent, and unfaithful to what they’ve seen Christ say and do.
They have little faith.
He isn’t saying that they don’t believe in him anymore, but that their heart is such that their 
words and actions don’t match up with who they believe Christ is and what they have seen of 
him.
The two don’t match up, they aren’t true to one another, they aren’t in oneness, they’re 
incompatible, inconsistent, their is a lack of faithfulness between the two. There is little faith 
there.
So faith is when your actions are faithful to, they match up with, what you have professed, what 
you’ve seen, heard and believed.

When we were going through Psalms 6 and 7 we looked at a parable that Christ told about an 
unjust judge:

Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint;
2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man:
3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine 
adversary.
4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor 
regard man;
5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary 
me.

�7



6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.
7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them?
8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find faith on the earth?

When we looked at this passage we talked about how Christ was equating faith with praying for 
deliverance. He was saying that those who weren’t praying to God for judgement had no faith.
And now we can understand that even better.
You can believe that God will bring judgement, but if you don’t pray that he will, your beliefs 
don’t match your life and actions very well.
Those who are crying out to God for judgement are being consistent with what God says, who 
he is, what they believe about him.
They aren’t just trusting in God for deliverance, but their lives are faithful to that trust.
Their prayers are in perfect harmony with God’s promises, with their belief in those promises. 
And that is faith.
Again, faith is that state of heart which causes one’s life to be consistent with, in harmony with, 
faithful to, what God has said.

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

Paul is writing to the Galatians to address a problem. And he summarizes that problem very well 
here in the first verse.
The Galatians are obeying they law, and because of that they are no obeying the truth. There is 
the law, one piece of truth, and then there is the whole truth, which includes Christ and his 
crucifixion. And instead of obeying the whole truth, they’re seeking to obey just the law.
If that sounds a lot like a lack of faith, it should. Because what they are doing is not ordering 
their lives in obedience to the truth. They aren’t being faithful to the truth.
So what this passage is going to do is contrast faith, obedience to the truth, with the law, and its 
works.

2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
of faith?

And the answer is obvious, of course they didn’t receive the Spirit through the law. It was 
through obedience to the truth, believing the truth of Christ, that faith in God’s Son, through 
which they received the Spirit.

3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?
4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.
5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by 
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

Paul presses the point further. They received the Spirit through faith, through trusting in Christ. 
And the works of the Spirit that are done among them are also by faith, not by the law.
The miracles and gifts of the Spirit that they have, don’t come through the law. The law has 
works, but they aren’t these miracles. The law doesn’t give you the Spirit, and the law doesn’t 
help the Spirit do its work.
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What helps the Spirit do its work is faith. Obedience, not to the law, but to the truth of God, who 
said that he would give miracles through pouring out his Spirit upon his people.
And so when they are moved by the Spirit to perform miracles, in faith, in trust and submission, 
they are used of the Spirit, and the Spirit works through them. 

6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.

So Paul goes all the way back to the father of the Jews. And he’s pointing out that the work that 
God did with Abraham, didn’t start with God requiring a certain set of works from Abraham. It 
started with God simply asking Abraham to believe something.
God didn’t give Abraham a law to make him righteous. Instead he asked Abraham to just believe 
him, and accounted that unto him in the place of righteousness.

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.

Just like Abraham believed, and righteousness was given to him; so they believe, and through 
that faith the Spirit and its works are given to them.
He’s not just talking about imputed righteousness here. You’ll see that as we go on. He’s talking 
about actual works that the Spirit does through you through your faith.
He’s contrasting the works of the law, with the works of the Spirit through faith.
What he’s saying is that the children of Abraham are those who have faith, their works don’t 
come through the law, but through obedience to the truth of Christ.
And so that faith, you could say, is something that is given to them, by the Spirit. They believe, 
and the Spirit comes into them, and works out that belief in their life, so that they have faith—a 
consistency between the truth and how they live. 

8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.
9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.

Abraham was full of faith. He was faithful. So you see that the Bible really does define faith as 
the quality of being faithful. It relates these two things.

So how was Abraham faithful? What faith is it talking about that Abraham had?
We know what Abraham believed. God told him that he would be the father of many nations. 
And Abraham believed God.
So there is belief, that essential element of faith; you have to believe in something before you 
can be faithful to it. But what did Abraham do, that made him faithful?
Well, Abraham didn’t have to do anything. That’s the point. His wife was barren. He eventually 
could no longer produce seed. There was nothing that he could do.
The point that Paul is making is that God didn’t give Abraham a law to follow, he just told him 
that he would be the father of many nations. All Abraham could do to make that happen is 
believe God. That was the only “work” he could do. So all that Abraham had to do to have faith, 
was believe God. There were no additional works that he had to do to obey God’s truth. The 
truth wasn’t a set of ordinances, it was just a prophecy of future events. So Abraham could just 
believe God, and have righteousness imputed to him.
There were later works that would flow out of Abraham’s faith, we’ll get to that. But nothing was 
required of Abraham in God’s promise, so all that Abraham had to do to be true to that promise, 
was believe it.
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And so Abraham had faith, consistency between his life and the truth that God had revealed to 
him, before what God had promised was realized, just by believing.
And so for Abraham faith and belief were identical at that point, because belief was all that was 
required.

And it says that all nations would be blessed through Abraham. And so those that have faith, as 
Abraham did, receive blessing.

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

Those that are of faith are the only ones who are the children of Abraham. Those under the 
works of the law are under the curse, not the promise, not the blessing.
Again, he’s contrasting the works required by the law with the works that flow out of faith.
The faith, just believing God, gets righteousness imputed to you. But the works of the law 
require you fulfill them perfectly, work your own righteousness first, or else you are under a 
curse.

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live 
by faith.

So the law not only puts you under a curse, but it is a curse which no one can escape. Everyone 
who is under the law has sinned under the law. Nobody is justified by the law, all are cursed by 
it.
But God did say that the just would live, by faith. So in contrast to that, those who, like Abraham, 
are of faith, will get the promise of life, just by their faith, without requirement of works.
Paul’s point here, in quoting form Habakkuk, is that when God was looking for just people, he 
didn’t look for those who were keeping the law. He didn’t say that the just would be allowed to 
live and escape the judgement because they had kept the law perfectly.
The thing that defined the just wasn’t keeping the law, it was faith. They believed in God’s 
standard of justice, and were impartial in that belief. They didn’t have a double-standard.
It wasn’t any particular work that God was looking at, it was the state of their hearts. If their 
hearts were single, they’d live, if they were duplicitous and partial in the law and respected 
persons, they would die.
And so just keeping the letter of the law, would not justify them, it wouldn’t make them just, that 
God might save them. Their heart had to be perfect.
And so the law alone cannot justify you, since God didn’t use that as his standard to judge them 
against. And therefore all who are under the law will be cursed by it, since none will be justified.

12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.

So the law brings that curse, and without the blessing.
And you can’t argue that the law qualifies as faith, that it is of faith. Because the law doesn’t 
require faith. It doesn’t require trust or belief. You have to do them, in order to live, not just have 
faith to live.
So there is no correspondence between the law and faith, they are two entirely different things.
So keeping the law puts you under a curse, while at the same time giving you no guarantee of 
the blessing. You have to have something else in addition to that to receive the blessing.
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And so Paul’s point to them is, why would they want to be under the law, since it can only do 
you evil, putting you under a curse, when there is no blessing to be gained from it?

13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

And it isn’t a necessity that we be under the curse. It isn’t an unavoidable thing. Christ has 
redeemed us from the curse, and took it upon himself in our place.

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

And Christ did that so that the Gentiles, who weren’t under the law, could receive the promise of 
the Spirit, though faith. Not by coming under the law. But by the hearing of faith.
So the Gentiles were saved from ever having to come under that curse, and live under it, 
because through faith they could receive the Spirit directly.
Remember that Paul asked them earlier how they received the Spirit. He asked them if it came 
by the law. And the obvious answer was no, it came by faith, by obedience to the truth of Christ, 
by just believing.
And so there is no reason to go under the law to get the promise. Going under the law doesn’t 
help you receive the promise, it doesn't help you receive a blessing.
That all comes directly to the Gentile through faith, without the deeds of the law. And so Paul’s 
point is, don’t go back under the law, that isn’t necessary to receive the promise of the Spirit. 
And it isn’t necessary to receive God’s other promises either, as he’s going to show:

15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 
confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.
16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 
was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 
none effect.

And so just as the promise of the Spirit comes directly to the Gentile through faith, so all of the 
promises come directly to us by faith, without the deeds of the law.
What Paul is saying, very clearly, is that going back under the law does nothing for the Gentile. 
All the law does, all that it ever did, was put those under it under a curse. There was never and 
blessings or promises above God’s original promises to Abraham that were attached to it.
The law doesn’t add blessings or promises, it only bars those under it from receiving them, by 
putting them under a curse, that Christ had to come and die to redeem them from.

18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by 
promise.
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator.
20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.
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Note again that Paul isn’t just talking about imputed righteousness. He’s also talking about 
actual righteousness, through works in a person’s life.
And he’s clearly saying that God has a goal of bringing righteousness.
But the law could not bring righteousness. The law could not give them life, it could not justify 
them, it wasn’t making people righteousness, but through transgression of it it was making them 
sinners.
So how did God bring righteousness?

22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might 
be given to them that believe.

So how did righteousness come? By faith of Jesus Christ.
The law condemned everybody, that they might receive the righteousness of faith. And I’m not 
talking about imputed righteousness in an abstract sense. I’m talking about righteousness 
worked out in one’s life, through the Spirit.
It says here that the promise would be given to them that believe. So as with Abraham, it starts 
with belief. Just belief. God doesn’t give us a law, just a declaration of the promise. And we 
believe it, and like Abraham, righteousness is imputed to us.
But we don’t just believe. We have faith. That righteousness that God imputes to us, we are 
faithful to it in our daily lives. We live that righteousness out. Our daily walk reflects that. And 
that is what he’s talking about when he says faith.
The faith of Jesus Christ given to them that believe is the actual righteousness that the Spirit 
works through them, in accord with that righteousness of God which they have been imputed.
They are true to that righteousness, they live it, they have faith.
And so faith is something that is given to us through his Spirit, when we believe. It is that 
consistency between his righteous and are own righteousness that the Spirit works in our lives. 
That is faith.
And that is why the law is unnecessary. Because the works don’t require the law. We do what is 
right by faith, by adherence to Christ’s righteousness, by walking after his Spirit within us, not by 
the law.
And so we escape the curse, and receive all the promises, all the blessings, yes, even 
experience daily the righteousness itself, just by believing.
And that is faith.

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed.
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith.
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.

Do you understand what its saying there?
It is saying that the law was added, so that by it we might do good works, righteousness.
It was a stop-gap that was added until faith could do that job. Until faith would work 
righteousness in us.
You see, the faith that Abraham had, in the promise of God, did work through him. His belief was 
a faith that resulted in works. We’re still going to get to that.
But that faith didn't make Abraham righteous.
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Through his belief Abraham had righteousness imputed to him, but Abraham did not live out that 
righteousness.
Abraham had all of the righteousness of God imputed to him, just like you and I do today, but he 
couldn’t live out all of that righteousness. He could not be made to live out all of the 
righteousness of God.
It is only through Christ, and the promise of the Spirit, that that can happen.
And so until Christ came, God needed some way to try to keep those who were following the 
faith of Abraham righteous. Something to direct them.
Christ hadn’t come yet, so God couldn’t just do that through the Spirit of Christ. The only thing 
he could do is give them a law that they could keep. Some instructions on how they should live.
And that’s why the law was added.
But it was only a temporary thing, a stop-gap until the faith of Christ was revealed.
And then that righteousness, that imputed righteousness, the righteousness of God, would be 
realized in us, not through the law, but through the faith of Christ. Through the Spirit of Christ 
making us faithful to the righteousness imputed to us.

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

So faith, in Christ Jesus, has made us the children of God. Our faith in Christ has made us like 
Christ. Christ has been imputed to us, and we’ve been made conformable to him. Not only given  
his righteousness, but made the children of God.
And the implication is, that since it is by faith, through the Spirit of Christ, we are able to actually 
live out what he has imputed to us.
And so by faith, we become the children of God, not just in name, but indeed.
Not by the works of the law, first having to keep the law, and then once we live up to it becoming 
children, but by faith, first believing in Christ and then his Spirit doing the works in us.

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

And so Paul goes on with his argument that we are heirs to the promise through faith, and that 
the works of the law are unnecessary, that we receive the promises and the blessings and the 
righteousness and the works, through faith—believing God, and being made conformable to 
Christ, so that we are one with him.

Galatians 5:5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.
6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which 
worketh by love.

And so faith works. Faith is a working thing. It works, not through the law, but by love. And so 
faith fulfills the righteousness of the law, the righteousness imputed to us.

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith,
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

And so faith is a fruit of the Spirit, the works that it does through us once we believe God.
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That belief is of that quality that it produces works, and that is faith: belief that makes your life 
match up with the truth that you believe, even though you can’t see it, and it doesn’t force you to 
be that way, but by faith you are.
And so the Spirit gives us faith, gives us the ability to have these works of righteousness in our 
lives, that we might be faithful to the righteousness that we believe God has imputed to us.

Philippians 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that 
whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in 
one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

And so Paul was asking the Phillipians to continue to order their affairs, their conversation, so 
that it would be becoming of the gospel, the good news and truth of Christ. And he called that, 
that act of striving to be like the gospel declares that we should, faith. Striving for the faith of the 
gospel.
And so faith is living as becomes the truth.

Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain.
17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you 
all.

So again Paul speaks of their service of faith, which is obeying the word of life, and working out 
their salvation. God working in them to will and do of his good pleasure. That’s faith.

Philippians 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

You can see that he isn’t talking about righteousness in some hypothetical sense, but real live 
righteousness in his life, by faith.
Pay close attention as he describes that righteousness by faith:

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death;
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I 
may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

�14



15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise 
minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.

You see what he’s saying? He’s talking about being more like Christ in his earthly life, not in 
some heavenly sense. He’s talking about having more of Christ’s righteousness in his daily life, 
by faith, by becoming more like Christ. By being more conformable to him. By pressing toward 
that mark, of perfect conformity between his life and the truth of Christ.
That’s faith.

Now we’re going to look at Hebrews 11. We’re not going to go through the whole thing, because 
it would take to long. But we’re going to look at the first part of it.

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Now we see how faith can be a substance, how it can be evidence.
Faith is the conformity of a person’s life to that unseen thing that they believe in. You can tell 
that they believe it, without asking them, just by watching them long enough an taking note of 
what they do, how they live, what they say.
You can prove that they believe it, based on the evidence of their faith, how that belief is 
reflected in their lives.
It’s evident that Abraham believed God. He couldn’t see them, and neither could you. But you 
knew that God must have promised it to him, because that was reflected in his life, as Paul is 
going to show.

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.

Through faith the elders, the patriarchs, obtained a good report.
And there again, faith acts as evidence that the unseen, the hoped for thing, must really exist. 
Because not only did the elders believe what God said and conform their lives to it, but once 
they had done that, God gave them a good report. He called Abraham his friend.
And so that is evidence that God was pleased with them for believing and following the truth, for 
their faith. Which must mean that God really did give them those promises.
And so the conformity of the elder’s lives to God’s truth, their faith, and the good report, the 
commendation from God, that they received because of it, is evidence that God really made 
those promises, and the unseen and hoped for thing really exists.

3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

Paul goes all the way back to the beginning, passed the elders, to the very beginning of the 
world itself, to give us an example.
And the point of this example isn’t the faith of an elder, no elder was there. This example of faith 
that God is giving, is a picture of what faith should be like.
The worlds being framed by the word of God, is a picture of faith.
God says something, and things which aren’t seen are suddenly reflected in the things that are 
seen.
God spoke commanding the world to be made, when there was nothing visible to make the 
world from, and yet the world immediately became visible and tangible.
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And that’s a beautiful picture of faith. God speaks, we believe it, and suddenly that which God 
has said, promising an unseen hope, is tangibly visible in us. Suddenly we’re made conformable 
to that truth and it is reflected in our lives, which faith becomes the substance and evidence for 
that which is unseen, but which God has spoken.

4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

So now Paul gives his first example of an elder that obtained a good report.
God testified that Able was righteous, and accepted his sacrifice, testified that that sacrifice was 
acceptable to him.
And you can see the faith of Able was that Able offered a sacrifice that was conformable to the 
truth of God, a blood sacrifice.

5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God 
had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

Enoch walked with God. He and God were side-by-side. He was pleasing to God, and so God 
took him.
The faith of Enoch was that he walked with God, on a path parallel to God, not on his own path. 
His faith was conformity to walk where God would have him walk.

That might sound like just works. So you might wonder how that is faith and not just works. Paul 
gives us the answer, which is based on the testimony that Enoch pleased God:

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

And so Enoch’s works weren’t his own works after a law, but righteousness by faith.
We know this because God gave Enoch testimony that he was pleasing to him. And it isn’t 
possible to please God without faith, because to do that, to please God, to come to God, you 
have to first believe in God.
And so Enoch pleased God, not by commandment. But by faith. By believing that God existed, 
and that he would reward those who diligently sought him.
And so in that belief Enoch sought God, walked with him, and received the reward, by that faith.

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith.

And it was faith when Noah was warned by God about something he couldn’t see, something in 
the future that was yet to come, and believed him, and responded with fear and works, building 
an ark that God said could save them.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

It was faith when Abraham obeyed God’s call. He heard him, believed him, and acted on what 
God had said. That was faith.
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9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:
10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

It was faith when Abraham dwelt in tents in the wilderness, not building his own city, or dwelling 
in the cities of the heathen, but looking for a city to come, built by God himself.
Abraham’s lived as if God’s promise were true, even though he couldn’t see that city. He not 
only believed that it would come in some intellectual sense, but framed his life in accordance 
with God’s truth, and that is faith.

It talks more about how Abraham’s faith in James 2. This is one of the final passages in the 
Bible on faith, and one that is often misunderstood. It’s going to make more sense to us now 
that we understand the Biblical definition of faith.

James 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him?

Note that James didn’t say that the man actually had faith, but that the man claimed to have 
faith.
But how can he claim to have faith, if he doesn’t have any works?
James asks, “can faith save him?”
He’s going to explain what he means by that with an example:

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,
16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?

Now remember, he just asked, can faith save you? Faith itself, without any works. Just the very 
most basic essence of faith, just belief of something.
In this example of that, he shows us someone who is in need. They are destitute of daily food, 
and don’t have any clothing either.
This person needs something. They need salvation. They need to be saved. Saved from 
nakedness and hunger.
And they can’t save themselves, they don’t have food to eat or clothing to put on. They’re 
destitute. They need somebody else to come along and save them, by giving them food and 
raiment.
This is clearly a picture of us. We need salvation from sin and uncleanness, and it isn’t 
something that we can procure for ourselves, we needed somebody else to come along and 
save us, to give us what we need.

Now in this example James is giving, one of the Christian brethren comes along, and tells those 
needing salvation, “be ye warmed and filled.”
But they don’t give them any food or raiment. And James’s point is, what good does that do 
them? It doesn’t do them any good.
If you don’t actually supply the food for the person to eat, and clothes for them to put on, saying, 
“be ye warmed and filled” doesn’t do them any good at all. It doesn’t save them, it doesn’t fulfill 
their needs.
Now that person can say that they are saved all they want to, but that doesn’t make it so.
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That person can say, “I’m warm and full.” But that doesn’t make them warm and full.
They can even say, “I know I’m warm and full, I must be, because my Christian brother said ‘be 
warmed and filled.’” But that won’t make them warm and full.
All of the talk in the world, will not make that person warm in full, no matter who is doing the 
talking, unless that person is given food and raiment, and they use it.

This is representative of the salvation that Christ brings us. But James’s point is that this isn’t 
what salvation looks like.
Christ doesn’t come along and say “be ye holy and righteous,” and then do nothing. He doesn’t 
just say that, but not give us any holiness or righteousness to put on, to use, to experience.
You can say, “I’m saved. I know I am, because God said so. And I believe it, so I have faith. So 
even though I don’t have any works, I still have faith.”
But that won’t make you righteous and holy.
You can say, “But I know I must be saved, because God said ‘be righteous and holy,’ so I must 
be righteous and holy and an heir of salvation.”
But that won’t make you righteous and holy, that won’t save you.
James’s point is, that God would never come along and call you righteous and holy, without 
actually providing the righteousness and holiness for you to put on, to experience.
Because that’s what faith is. Not just believing something in some intellectual sense, but actually 
being made conformable to that unseen reality that you believe in.
So if you believe that Christ has imputed righteousness to you, but don’t actually have any 
works, then you don’t have faith. It’s only faith when your life is faithful to, is one with God’s 
truth.

Believing that the ship is sinking and that the lifeboat can save you, won’t save you. Real faith 
doesn’t just believe that, it gets in the lifeboat and is saved.
Workless faith, merely intellectual belief, never saved anybody from anything. Because that’s 
something that is just all in your head. Unless you act on it, it doesn’t do you any good.
And James is saying that what God does for us, when he makes us heirs of salvation, is not just 
tell us that we are the righteousness of God and heirs of salvation. He actually gives us that 
righteousness, just like he’s actually going to save us in the day of wrath.
If he’s just saying it, and there’s no works, no faith, to accompany it, then God is just like that 
man who told his brother to be warmed and filled, and did nothing for him.
And so you cannot have faith without works. If you had faith, God would have actually given you 
the works. You can call what you’ve got faith, just blind belief, but it doesn’t do you any good. 
Because unless you are actually receiving what you believe God is handing out, that what you 
are calling faith isn’t saving you now, and won’t save you later either. Unless God actually does 
to you what you believe you are, it isn’t faith.

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

You can call that faith, but whatever it is, its dead.
“I believe that the lifeboat can save me.” Glub, glub, glub. You’re dead.
Your faith isn’t working out through your life, it’s dead. Whatever it is supposed to be doing for 
you, it isn’t. Because if it was, it would be accompanied by those works. You’d be climbing into 
the lifeboat.

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, 
and I will shew thee my faith by my works.
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James says, “Here’s what you can say to such a brother. You have faith, and I have works. OK. 
Show me your faith. Show it to me without your works. Where’s the proof of it. Where’s the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, what can you point to in your life 
that proves that you are an heir? Where is the evidence to convict you of being saved, beside 
your own mouth?”
When there isn’t any, that’s not true faith.
Nobody can show you faith without their works. If they have no works, they have no faith. Faith 
is something that you have to see. If it is invisible, it doesn’t exist.

So what we need is works right? Forget about the faith, just focus on works.
Nope. He says, “I will shew thee my faith by my works.”
So, as Paul argued in Galatians, works alone do not save. It is works that flow out of faith, that 
give life, that give salvation.
And so that salvation is received by believing, and then through the Spirit faith is given to us, to 
live out, to experience, that salvation, that righteousness which has been imputed to us.
Faith isn’t the works. But the works are the faith. They are the evidence of it. The faith is the 
belief, the belief that isn’t intellectual, but is of a quality which results in one having a state of 
heart such that your life is conformed to the truth that you have believed.
And it is that conformity, that faith, which is proclaimed through the works that we are able to do 
through God’s Spirit.
We aren’t just warmed and filled in name, but in deed.

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

Faith isn’t belief. Belief alone isn’t faith. It’s only faith when it is accompanied by works. The two 
must be together. Not just together, but they must flow out of one another.

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

Unless your belief has works that naturally accompany it, it isn’t a living faith. If it is a faith it is 
dead.

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the 
altar?
22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?

Abraham made the claim that God had promised him that he would be the father of a great 
nation.
Abraham had that faith.
But what if when God told him to offer up his son, Abraham refused.
Would we then be able to say that Abraham had faith, that he believed God?
No, we wouldn’t.
We know that Abraham believed God only because his belief resulted in works. His faith was a 
working faith, that we could see in his works, and it was made perfect—complete or manifest—
by those works.
So we only know that Abraham believed God because he obeyed him, because he had works 
that proved that he believed.
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In fact, if Abraham didn’t offer up Isaac, if he hadn’t obeyed, if he hadn’t conformed himself to 
God’s truth, we wouldn’t just say that he didn’t have works. We’d say that he didn’t have faith. 
We’d say that he didn’t trust God, that he didn’t believe him.
And so any faith that doesn’t result in works is no faith at all, it’s dead.

And so we now have a Biblical definition of what faith is: faith is the conformity between you—
what you believe, what you do—and the truth of God. It comes by first believing God’s truth, and 
then acting in singleness with it. And through Christ God has given us his Spirit which works in 
and through us to perfect that faith, making it possible for us to live out the righteousness 
imputed to us by God. 
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