
Psalm 12
We’ve been looking the last several weeks at Psalm 12:6, where a new dispensation of the 
words of the LORD is declared, that will uphold the foundations of salvation, until the Savior 
comes.
We looked at how the purity of the the words of the LORD also translated into a ministry of 
purification. How God gave David the pattern of a new ministry of the singing of the Psalms over 
the sacrifices in the coming temple. And how through that the Levites would be performing a 
ministry of purification and sanctification unto the people.
They had the law, which when performed by them would purify their flesh, but now their hearts 
were being corrupted, and the words of God by his prophets would be to purify not their flesh 
only, but also their hearts.
Last time we looked at how it compared God’s pure words to pure silver. And we looked at 
various passages that talk about that, and relate to that. We said that the words of the LORD 
were like the silver trumpets that God commanded Israel to make by Moses, that when blown 
against their enemies would bring them deliverance, and when blown over their sacrifices would 
call them to praise. But the words of the wicked were like unprofitable idols, and those who 
followed them would be as potshards covered with silver dross. Proverbs talked about how the 
wicked were not to be trusted, their words were not to be followed, because they have seven 
abominations in their heart. And we noted how here in Psalm 12:6 it says that God’s words are 
purified seven times. And so that’s why it compared the wicked to dross, because they don’t 
have the silver, all they have is the dross, the seven abominations from which the words of the 
LORD are pure.
The faithful, on the other hand, were compared to that most precious metal of all, pure gold. In 
Ezekiel it talked about how God would bring judgement upon the dross of Israel, gathering them 
all into Jerusalem to melt them and try them. And he said all the wicked would be removed and 
destroyed, as the dross of silver. But yet he would place his silver among them, his true words, 
alongside the abominable dross of all their false prophets. And they and their prophets who 
prophesied lies would be destroyed, but his pure words of silver, spoken by his true prophets, 
would come forth of the fire, and be preserved. And so also would a very small remnant, a 
righteous, godly seed. Men and women, with sons and daughters, an upright people. And he 
said that when they saw that, they’d understand why he brought the furnace over them, and 
removed the dross. And when they saw the righteous seed, they’d be comforted over all that 
had befallen them.
This week we’re going to talk more about that process of melting a trying.

Verse 6
TRIED 

So the words of God are like tried silver. 
That means that they’re not just pure. They’re not just like a pure silver nugget that somebody 
dug up somewhere. They don’t just look pure or seem to be pure. God doesn’t just declare them 
to be pure. They are tried, and proved to be pure.
They have been through the furnace, and if there ever was any dross trying to cling to them, its 
been melted away.
Last time we talked about how the words of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, and the other 
prophets too, were proven to be the word of God, because they abode the fire. When God 
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brought the dross of Israel into the city to melt and try them, their false prophets, and all their 
lies, were shown to be the dross that they were, and perished. And the words of Ezekiel and 
Jeremiah were proved to be the pure words of God, choice silver, and they endured.
And so it is for the psalms: We wouldn’t have the psalms today if they weren’t the words of the 
LORD.
Because at this time, Israel is becoming dross, being permeated with the words of the wicked. 
But those words, like idols covered with silver dross, were worthless, and would not profit them.
But in this time of trouble, it is the words of the LORD in the psalms that prevailed. They purified 
Israel, and brought them through the fire. And so were these words tried, and proved indeed to 
be the pure words of God.
Because you see, if these words weren’t the words of God, and didn’t have the power that 
Psalm 12 claims that they have, they wouldn’t exist today. They would have been burned and 
destroyed by the angry mobs of Israel as they sought to bring their own salvation, and 
destroyed every remnant of David and his seed.
But the fact that you can pick up a Bible and read these words today demonstrates that they are 
indeed the words of God, because Israel sought and found peace and salvation, not by their 
own deception, but by the words of God from the mouth of David, and from his seed of promise.

You know, we talked last time about how all of the modern versions of the Bible aren’t pure. 
Well, not only are they not pure, they’re not tried either. Or rather, they’ve been tried, and failed.
Because every modern version of the Bible is translated from manuscripts that didn’t endure the 
fire. They are translated from manuscripts that have been cast-off and lain unread and un-
preached for hundreds or even thousands of years.
During the church’s long history of suffering oppression and persecution, those words were lost. 
Because apparently they, like idols of silver dross, did not profit those who used them. They 
didn’t preserve a godly seed to read and teach and preach them. Those who followed their 
peculiar doctrines have long since vanished, and come to nought, leaving no one to read their 
perverted texts for many long centuries.
Those words were tried, and when placed in the furnace, they, like dross, were cast aside. And 
only the true words of God’s silver were preserved, and passed down from generation to 
generation among the godly seed. And that preserved text, that pure, tried and true text, is the 
Received Text, found in English in your KJB.
Any time you pick up another modern version, from the NIV to the NASB to the NKJV, you know 
that the words in it are not the word of God. You know that they aren’t pure, that they are 
contaminated with the words of devils and men, and that they have been tried, and proved to be 
but dross. They could not abide the fire, and like a worthless idol, they will not profit, but will one 
day perish.
That’s why it is so important to have the KJV, it is the only one that comes from that pure text 
that has been tried and proved to be the word of God. And it itself, after over 400 years, has 
been tried again and again, and proved again and again, to be the pure words of the LORD.

And so what God ministered to the English people, when they sought him for it under King 
James, is the very same pure silver that God ministered to the people of Israel under King 
David.

Now, here in Psalms David has talked about trying several times before. All of those times he 
has spoken of trying men, trying their hearts.
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Psalms 7:9 Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: for the 
righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.
10 My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart.

So in Psalm 7 David asked God to bring the wickedness of the wicked to an end, but to 
establish the just. He said that God would defend him, and save the upright in heart. But the 
wicked would be judged and destroyed.
And David knew that God could do that, because God could try the hearts and reins. He could 
see the hearts of men, and know who was upright in heart, and who was wicked. And so he 
could destroy all those who would do wickedly, and save only the upright.
And so he asked him to try the hearts.
And God did that, and brought judgment upon Absalom and others who had conspired against 
David.

Then in Psalm 11 David talked about God trying the righteous. Let’s look at that.

Psalms 11:1 In the LORD put I my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your 
mountain?
2 For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may 
privily shoot at the upright in heart.
3 If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?

So know the wicked are trying to destroy the upright in heart, those that God said that he would 
save in Psalm 7.

4 The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids 
try, the children of men.

David tells them no, they won’t be able to do it. Because God sees and tries the children of 
men. He’s going to explain what that means:

5 The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth.
6 Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall 
be the portion of their cup.
7 For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright.

He says that God hates the wicked, and in the end the ungodly will perish. But the upright will 
behold the countenance of the LORD.
But how is God going to uphold the foundations in the mean time?
Well, there was a clue there.
When we were looking at this we pointed out that when you try something, like a precious metal, 
it implies not just that you test it, but that as a result you get something even purer than what 
you started with.
And it said in verse 5 that “The LORD trieth the righteous."
And so we said that what God was going to do, was not necessarily save every man who was 
upright in heart. But he was going to continue to take people from that larger pool of the 
righteous, and try them, and purify them, and make them upright in heart, and thus keep all of 
the upright in heart, the prepared for salvation, from being destroyed.

�3



And so in trying the righteous, God was going to remove the dross from them, and so make 
them upright.

And now here in the next psalm, Psalm 12, we see how God is going to do that. There is a clear 
connection here between the trying of the righteous and the tried words of the LORD.
Just as the words of the LORD are pure and purify the righteous, so they are tried and try the 
righteous.
That’s really one and the same thing, just stated a little bit differently.

Now, we usually think of things that God uses to try us, as trials. Troubles and persecutions that 
we go through. And that isn’t entirely incorrect, that’s actually true in a degree.
But God’s word tries us too.
You see, there are actually two different trials here, in Psalm 7 and Psalm 11. In Psalm 7 it was 
a trial of judgement, the people were to have their hearts tried and all of the wicked men 
destroyed.
We also saw that in Psalm 11, but there it also made it clear that the righteous had a special 
ministry of trial that God performed upon them as well. And it wasn’t a ministry that led to the 
purification of the people by the destruction of the wicked, but to a purification of the hearts of 
the righteous, that they might be upright and prepared for salvation.
So the one trial occurs when judgement and salvation come. The righteous are saved, the 
wicked are not.
The other trial is one that God works in the hearts of the righteous before salvation comes, to 
purify their hearts, make them upright, and prepare them to receive that salvation, and not 
perish in the judgement of the wicked.
The former is a ministry of trial by fire, trial by destruction, trial by judgement.
The later is a ministry of trial by the purification of the heart. And that ministry is carried out by 
the words of the LORD, as we have seen.

You see, it is clear that Psalm 11 can’t be talking about the trial by judgement for the righteous, 
because if the judgement came now, many of the righteous are unprepared for salvation, and 
they’d mostly be led away with the wicked and perish.
That’s the whole point of David’s quest over the last few Psalms, that if the trial of judgement 
were today, the people would be unprepared, and all would fail. And the few that are truly 
upright are being destroyed by the wicked.
And so what David is seeking, and what David declared in Psalm 11 that God would surely do, 
is a pre-trial. A trial of the righteous that will prepare them and purify them to endure the trial of 
judgment when it comes, that instead of condemnation with the wicked, they might receive the 
salvation of the upright in heart.
And so that is what God is going to do here through his words. He’s going to try the righteous, 
without condemnation. Without judgement. He’s going to try, not their flesh, as the law would, 
but rather their heart. And their heart isn’t going to perish in the process, as their flesh would if 
judged by the law, but rather though the trial, their heart will be refined and purified, and made 
upright, faithful, and prepared for salvation.

You can see how that is kind of a foreshadowing of the NT, where we have our hearts purified 
and made upright by hearing and believing the word of the LORD, without fear of condemnation.
You can clearly see that division there between the law and the prophets in the OT, and that 
unity between the Psalms, the prophets, and the NT, that we’ve talked about.
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Now, I want to show you this difference between these two trials. The trial by judgement, and 
the trial by the word. The trial of condemnation, and the trial of purification. The trial by the law, 
and the trial by the words of the LORD by his apostles and prophets.
One passage that we’ve looked at before in talking about the trying of the heart, and that has 
played a key role in tying some of these different descriptions of the heart together, is in 1 
Chronicles 29, when David and all Israel make an offering for the building of the temple:

1 Chronicles 29:14 But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so 
willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.
15 For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the 
earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.
16 O LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee an house for thine holy 
name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own.
17 I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, 
in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all these things: and now have I seen 
with joy thy people, which are present here, to offer willingly unto thee.

So as they are making this offering, David prays, and he points out to God how he has willingly 
offered in the uprightness of his heart, and though he cannot see the hearts of the people, he 
sees that they are willingly offering just as he has.
So David knows that although the actions of the people seem to match the actions that have 
flowed out of his upright heart, he can’t be sure that all of the people’s hearts are truly upright.
But David knows that God can see and try the hearts of the people.
And so David, having pointed that out, that it seems to him that the hearts of the people are 
upright, but he can’t be sure, and that it is only God who can try them; and understanding that 
the people must be made upright in heart before salvation can come, David makes a request in 
the next verse:

18 O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the 
imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee:

And what he is asking here is for God to do something to the hearts of the people, not just to 
look into the people’s hearts, not just to test them, but to try and refine them. To prepare their 
heart unto God.
And so he tells God to keep this thing, this thing that matches an upright heart, that the people 
have done, in the imaginations of the hearts of the people.
And so in preparing their heart, this is a thing to keep, while other things are to be removed, in 
preparation for deliverance.
And what is that, but a trying and refining?
You see, this thing that the people have done here, as David said, it matches what a person 
who was upright in heart would do.
And so this thing that they have done is a part of the heart to keep. It is the pure gold to keep, 
not the dross to discard.
Because what this is that the people have done, is faith. What the people have done is in 
perfect conformity with what an upright, godly man would do. You see? That’s faith.
And in the next verse it explains how that trial is performed, how the heart is prepared and made 
perfect:
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19 And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, 
and thy statutes, and to do all these things, and to build the palace, for the which I have made 
provision.

And so finally David asks for his son a perfect heart. And in that he speaks of the words of the 
LORD, that when kept, make the heart perfect in faith before God.
And so it is fitting, that though the law itself could not do that, yet God chose to produce that 
faith to his word and commandments, through his words, his pure words of his ministers, in the 
psalms and in the prophets.

So that trial that it speaks of there, is the trial by the words of the LORD. The trial of the heart, to 
prepare it for salvation; not the trial of the flesh, in bringing of judgement.
Here is a passage from Job, that we briefly looked at last time, that talks about the trial of 
judgement:

Job 23:8 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him:
9 On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right 
hand, that I cannot see him:
10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

So Job is going through terrible troubles, and he would bring his cause before God, but he 
cannot find him. But though he cannot see his Judge, he knows that the LORD sees him. And 
he is confident that when he has tried him, he will find him faithful, and he will come forth as 
gold.
This is not the trial of the heart, in preparation for judgment, this is the trial of trouble and 
judgement itself. Not the final judgement, but the trial of earthly troubles.
Remember back to the start of Job, God told the devil that Job was perfect and upright, and the 
devil said that he really wasn’t, he just seemed that way because of all this honor and riches 
and glory that God had given him. But if God took all that away, he’d find that Job wasn’t really 
righteous at all. Job would be unfaithful and curse God to his face.
What the devil was saying is that Job seemed like he was upright, he seemed that he was 
faithful, as pure gold, but he really wasn’t, he was just a bunch of shiny dross. And if God tried 
Job and took away all that dross, he’d find out that Job was unfaithful, and there really wasn’t 
any gold there.
And so this isn’t a test to make Job more upright, it is a trial to see if he is upright or not.
And now Job is in the midst of it, and he says that when God has tried him, though he trouble 
him so that all the dross of earthly things is removed, yet he shall find Job faithful, and within 
him will remain that core of purest gold.
And that’s exactly what happened. Job remained faithful to God, and spoke what was right of 
him, and refused to curse him, but blessed him.
Why is that? Well, Job explains that in the next verse, he explains why he is confident that he 
will come forth has gold, that he will not loose faith:

11 My foot hath held his steps, his way have I kept, and not declined.
12 Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of 
his mouth more than my necessary food.

Job has been faithful, and he has tried his own way by the words and commands of the LORD.
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And so you see, the reason that Job is pure gold, is because he has been tried and made 
faithful by the words of the LORD.
It’s not because this trial that he is going through is going to remove all of the unfaithfulness 
from him. Far from it. If there was any unfaithfulness in Job this trial would magnify it, and would 
bring it out. That’s what a trial does, it brings out the dross. Before the trial you can’t tell for sure 
how much is there, but when the trial comes and everything is melted down, you can see the 
layer of dross covering the molten gold.
But you see, there isn’t going to be any unfaithfulness found in Job, he’s going to be a pure 
nugget of gold, with no dross, because he’s already been tried and purified and made faithful, 
by the words of the LORD.
The only way to shine forth as pure gold when the trial comes, is to already be purest gold 
before the trial starts. To already be tried, and purified. And it is only because of that that Job, 
and God, have confidence that Job is going to remain faithful, and come forth of his trial as gold.

A lot of people have this idea that somehow the earthly trials that we go through purify us. But 
there’s a problem with that.
You see, going through the furnace causes you to be melted down, and shows what is faithful, 
what is pure, and what is dross.
But just getting melted isn’t enough to actually purify the metal. Somebody has to come along 
while the metal is melted and actually remove the impurities. And if you don’t do that, you have 
just a basic trial, a test, but no refinement, no purifying.
And that’s really how most earthly trials are. They bring out the worst in you, but how do they 
remove it?

Jeremiah 6:27 I have set thee for a tower and a fortress among my people, that thou mayest 
know and try their way.
28 They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders: they are brass and iron; they are all 
corrupters.
29 The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of the fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the 
wicked are not plucked away.
30 Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the LORD hath rejected them.

These people went through the fire, through the furnace. They were tried, and it sure did bring 
all of the dross out. And everybody saw all that dross, and you know what they did about it?
Nothing. Nothing. They didn’t do anything about it. They saw the wickedness of the wicked, and 
they didn’t enforce the law and destroy them. They saw their own wickedness, and they didn’t 
cease their iniquities.
Nobody refined and purified their way when they saw their wickedness, so the melting of them 
was in vain.
And when God looked at them, and saw all of that dross, and they were melted and the dross 
was even being burnt up in the fire, and there was nobody going to take it away, he decided to 
do that himself.
He just picked up the whole kettle and tossed it out. He rejected the whole batch. He called 
them reprobate silver, because no matter how much he melted them, nobody would remove the 
dross.

And so that’s what earthly trials do. They melt you down, and bring out the dross. But most of 
the time, founder is melting it in vain, because nobody will remove it.
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And that’s why the trial performed by the words of the LORD is so important, because it actually 
does remove the dross. Earthly trials don’t. 

People have this strange idea that somehow the furnace, the earthly trials, have this special 
power to turn straw into gold. And that’s not the way it works. You put straw into the furnace, and 
all you’re going to get is a bunch of smoke. Not gold. If you want to get gold out, you’ve got to 
put gold in.
All that stuff about the furnace turning you into gold, is nothing but a bunch of oriental nonsense. 
You won’t find that in scripture.
Trials do not produce gold. The trial just burns up the chaff and the dross. The gold comes out, 
not because the fire created it. “Oh, I put this lump of dirt into the furnace and a couple gold 
nuggets came out! I must have a gold-creating furnace.” No, what you had was a few gold 
nuggets in that dirt you put in the furnace. The furnace didn’t create the gold, it didn’t create 
anything, all it did was burn up the dross.
Trials do one of two things: they prove, or destroy. They prove that the gold is pure, or prove 
that it isn’t. And if it isn’t, then the dross needs to be removed or burnt up.
But the trial doesn’t create anything.
You can’t put a man who is dross into the fire, and expect him to come out as gold.
You can’t put a clay brick into the furnace, and expect it come come out as a brick of gold.
The only way to get gold out of the furnace, is to put gold into it to start with.
The furnace doesn’t create gold, the most it can do is burn up the drossy man. And most of the 
time, earthly trials don’t even do that, because there is nobody to remove the dross. And few of 
us will remove our own dross.
The only trial that can remove the dross, is a different trial. It’s a trial that can turn chaff into 
gold. A trial by the words of the LORD.
The gold of faith isn’t created by the furnace, but faith cometh my hearing, an hearing by the 
word of God.
Only by the tried words of the LORD can we be tried, purified, and made faithful, and come forth 
as gold which will abide the furnace and the fire.
Only those who have been tried by the words of the LORD will come forth as gold out of the 
earthly trials, remain faithful through them all, and ultimately abide the final judgement.

So God told Jeremiah to try the people. And that he was going to reject them all, as reprobate 
silver, because when he had melted them, they wouldn’t remove any of the dross.
So God said he’d have to remove it himself. Here’s what it says later in Jeremiah 9:

Jeremiah 9:1 Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!

The trial of refining by the LORD and removal of the dross as begun.

2 Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my 
people, and go from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.

Jeremiah wishes that he could remove the dross. Actually, there’s so much dross, he’d just have 
to leave, and himself be removed from the dross instead.

3 And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon 
the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD.
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This sounds very similar to the way that David described the people in Psalm 12. They were 
vain talkers who could not be trusted.

4 Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will 
utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders.

Psalms 12:2 They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and 
with a double heart do they speak.

5 And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught 
their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity.
6 Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the 
LORD.

This is the very thing that David complained about in Psalm 12.

7 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I 
do for the daughter of my people?

So God says that he’s going to melt them and try them himself. Because what else can he do?

8 Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his 
neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait.
9 Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such 
a nation as this?

So the trial that he is talking about is a trial of vengeance, that already is resulting in a slaying of 
the dross.
That’s the trial that so needed to be avoided in David’s day. And God tried them with his words 
instead, that they might be saved from the trial of judgment.
And through that God preserved the godly seed, and the seed of the Messiah, who would bring 
salvation.
And even now, as he brings this judgement upon them, just as in Ezekiel which we read last 
time, there is a remnant that will be saved.
He talks about that later in the chapter, but first he describes further why he has brought 
judgement upon them.

10 For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the 
wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; 
neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; 
they are gone.
11 And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah 
desolate, without an inhabitant.
12 Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the 
LORD hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up like a 
wilderness, that none passeth through?
13 And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have 
not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein;
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14 But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their 
fathers taught them:

So it is because they have forsaken his law and his words and followed their own words and 
imaginations instead, that they are dross that the LORD will burn up.

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this 
people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.
16 I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: 
and I will send a sword after them, till I have consumed them.
17 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may 
come; and send for cunning women, that they may come:
18 And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with 
tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters.
19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, 
because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out.
20 Yet hear the word of the LORD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, 
and teach your daughters wailing, and every one her neighbour lamentation.
21 For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the 
children from without, and the young men from the streets.
22 Speak, Thus saith the LORD, Even the carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the open 
field, and as the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them.
23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:

For all these are as dross and will perish.

24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these 
things I delight, saith the LORD.

So there are some which the LORD will delight in. And he will not reject them, but they will be 
delivered from his sword, because they have understood and known the LORD.
These are they who have not departed from his law, but have kept his words. By them they 
were tried, that they might not be rejected with the reprobate silver, the dross of the wicked.

25 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish all them which are circumcised 
with the uncircumcised;
26 Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the 
utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the 
house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.

Once again, it was a problem with their heart. Their hearts weren’t circumcised. They needed to 
be purified. Something needed to be removed.
And those that had known and understood God through his word, had been through that trial, 
their hearts had received that circumcision, and it was only them, who were circumcised and 
pure in heart, that would be saved in the day of God’s punishment.
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So once again, it is only those whose hearts have been tried, who will come through the trial of 
trouble and judgement.
To abide the furnace of God’s wrath, you must first be tried and purified by his word.

There will be those who will say, “Yes, it’s true that the earthly trials can’t create the gold, but at 
least they can remove the dross from our hearts, can’t they?”
And the answer to that is, maybe yes, maybe no. That’s really entirely up to the person going 
through the trial.
We just read a passage in Jeremiah where God lamented that despite melting them in the 
furnace of his wrath, none of them had been purified by it. None of the dross had been plucked 
away.
When God melted them, they wouldn’t remove the dross from their hearts. And so God had to in 
the end reject them, calling them reprobate silver, and destroy and slay them in order to remove 
the dross.
So as we said, the furnace melts you, but then something else has to actually remove the dross, 
not just bring it to the surface and then let it harden there.
That’s what happens to many people you know. They go through a trial and in the end they 
come out bitter or calloused, or just plain mean and wicked. All of the dross came to the surface, 
and they didn’t remove it, and when things cooled down it just hardened there.
That’s what was happening to the people in Jerusalem in Jeremiah’s time. God had brought the 
furnace of adversity over them to melt them, and they wouldn’t remove any of the dross.
And so he had to come along and do that, by slaying the wicked.
But there are also times when people do remove the dross. It’s true that that does happen. And 
that’s what God was hoping for, that’s what he was trying to get them to do. So if it isn’t possible 
God was wasting his time, wasn’t he?
Well God wasn’t wasting his time.
Jeremiah also wrote the book of Lamentations. And there he describes some people who 
actually did remove the dross, and turn to the LORD.

Lamentations 3:21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.
22 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.
23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
24 The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.
25 The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.
26 It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.
27 It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.
28 He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon him.
29 He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope.
30 He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: he is filled full with reproach.
31 For the Lord will not cast off for ever:
32 But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his 
mercies.
33 For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.
34 To crush under his feet all the prisoners of the earth,
35 To turn aside the right of a man before the face of the most High,
36 To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord approveth not.

So God is judging them for a reason, and he isn’t seeking to destroy them all. He’s only trying to 
remove the dross, and end their horrible oppression.
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In the end he wants to show mercy and bring salvation.

37 Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not?
38 Out of the mouth of the most High proceedeth not evil and good?
39 Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sins?
40 Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD.
41 Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens.

So when the trial came upon Israel, there was a prescription for the cure. Israel was to search 
and try their ways, and turn again to the LORD, and lift up their heart unto God.
And if they did that, if they removed the dross of abomination and oppression, and walked 
before him in the truth of his commandments, they would be saved.
And so if they took thought, they could remove the dross and be purified by the furnace.
Right?
But you see, even there, it isn’t the furnace that purified them and would make them faithful, and 
turn them to gold.
Yes, the furnace melted them so that they could see the dross and consider their ways.
But then the furnace didn’t remove the dross, they had to search and try their own ways, and 
turn unto the LORD.
And how would they do that? What would they use to try their heart?
“Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not? Out of the 
mouth of the most High proceedeth not evil and good?”
They were to try their way against the way of God. To turn out of their way, into the way of his 
commandments.
They were to be tried, try their way, by his words.
And so you see, once again, it is only those who are tried by the words of the LORD that come 
forth from the fire as gold.
Without the words of the LORD, how do you identify the dross, and separate it from the pure 
metal?
Without that basis of truth, how do you know what part of you is faithful and what part is not?
You can’t.
And so you can’t just rely on your own philosophy to remove the dross as you go through life’s 
trials. Even though that’s basically what a lot of people teach, it’s essentially just oriental 
religious voodoo. It might mellow you out and make you pacifistic and indifferent to life’s trials. 
But that’s not faith, and that’s not what will get you through the final furnace. you can be calm a 
peaceful right through the final judgment until you land in hell, but it won’t do you one bit of 
good.
The only people who came through the furnace, in Jeremiah’s day, the only ones who came 
forth as gold, were those that took heed to the LORD’s pure silver in the midst of the furnace.
And so it is only the trial by the words of the LORD that produces the gold, and removes the 
dross. Making you godly so that you will be preserved and not destroyed in the day of judgment.

Another passage from Jeremiah that relates very much to Psalm 12 is Jeremiah 17:

Jeremiah 17:1 The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it 
is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars;
2 Whilst their children remember their altars and their groves by the green trees upon the high 
hills.
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3 O my mountain in the field, I will give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy 
high places for sin, throughout all thy borders.
4 And thou, even thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; and I will cause 
thee to serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a fire in 
mine anger, which shall burn for ever.
5 Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and 
whose heart departeth from the LORD.

Whoa. That last part there perfectly describes Donald T… I mean, it perfectly describes what 
David is seeing in Psalm 12.
“With our tongue will we prevail, our lips are our own, who is lord over us?”
They were trusting in their own power to bring deliverance. And as a result their hearts were 
departing from the LORD, weren’t they, and they were becoming double-hearted.
Here’s what God said such people would be like:

6 For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall 
inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.

Like the tumbleweed in the desert, the chaff which the wind driveth away.

7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.
8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, 
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.

And so he also talks of the righteous in the very same way that they are described in Psalm 1.

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, 
and according to the fruit of his doings.

Some people think that when the earthly trials come, somehow just through natural inclination or 
human philosophy, their hearts will end up getting purified.
And God says, nobody can know the heart but him. He’s the only one who can search and try it. 
And so just as he is the only one who can tell who is righteous and who is wicked, and can 
bless the righteous and destroy the wicked; so he is the only one who can purify the heart, and 
remove the dross.
And that’s why it is only through the tried silver words of the LORD that our hearts can be tried, 
and golden faith produced, and all the dross removed.
Because it is only the words of the LORD that can as a sharp sword pierce even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and discern of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.
And so only the word of God, his tried, pure words, can remove the dross, and produce faith.

And that’s why it is so important to have the right Bible, that contains the pure words of God.
Because if you have one of the modern perversions that isn’t pure, that contains the untried 
words of men, then it isn’t going to be able to try and purify you the same way that the word of 
God would.
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You might argue that they are still a sword, but they aren’t a sharp sword. They’re a dull sword. 
And we all know that a dull knife is the most dangerous one, because “if he whet not the edge 
he must put to more strength,” and it’ll end up cutting you in the wrong place.
And that’s the way that the modern versions are. If they cut you at all, they’re just as likely to cut 
out the gold as the dross, because they aren’t God’s pure, sharp, and tried words.

And so Christ warns the Laodicean church in Revelation:

Revelation 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith 
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;
15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.
16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth.
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, 
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint 
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

The white raiment is righteousness, we know that. And the gold tried in the fire is faith purified 
by his words.
And the eyesalve is that unction from the Holy One, the healing anointing of the knowledge of 
Christ, which comes from the words of the LORD.
And so the problem in the Laodicean church is that they apparently don’t have the true words of 
the LORD. They are as blind, without the light of his words, and the healing of his knowledge. 
And as a result they also have little faith. He says they are poor and wretched. They haven’t 
been tried by the words of the LORD that the gold of faith might be produced in their hearts.
You know what happens to those who refuse the trial by the words of the LORD? They get the 
other trial, the trial by judgement:

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

Earthly trials will come upon them, to melt them, that they might see their wretchedness and 
turn to God, to try their hearts by his word, and remove the dross.

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and 
am set down with my Father in his throne.
22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

You know, that promise of the throne, is really very much the same thing that was at stake back 
in David’s day in Psalm 12.
Those who refused to try their hearts by the word of the LORD would be destroyed as dross, 
while those who were tried and purified by that word would remain, and the throne of the 
LORD’s anointed would remain. And they would reign gloriously over all those round about 
them. That’s exactly what happened under Solomon.
It was imperative that the children of David continued to put their trust in the LORD, and that the 
people continued to trust in the LORD and his anointed for salvation. And so it was through 
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being tried by the words of the LORD that the children of David were given the throne of Israel, 
and that the people of Israel were given dominion over their enemies.
And there is still a promise to those who are tried and made pure gold by the words of the 
LORD, to reign with the LORD’s anointed Savior in Jerusalem.
And one of these times we’re going to look at how all of this in Psalm 12 relates to the future 
fulfillment in Christ’s kingdom.
But right now I just want to show you another example from Revelation, this time of a church 
that did try themselves by the words of the LORD. In fact, it is the chuch in Philadelphia, which 
comes just before the church of the Laodiceans:

Revelation 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is 
holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and 
shutteth, and no man openeth;

Christ identifies himself as the one who has the key of David, once again bringing the throne 
and the dominion into this.

8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

It’s interesting how this time Christ is talking about opening a door for them, whereas the other 
time he was asking them to open the door for him.
When he was talking to the Laodiceans, he wasn’t sure that they’d even open the door and let 
him in, but here he’s talking about opening a door for them.
Why the difference?
“Thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name."

9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, 
but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have 
loved thee.
10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

So this is a church that isn’t going to receive chastening or go through an earthy trial. Because 
they’ve kept the word of the LORD. He calls it here the word of his patience.
They’ve been tried by the words of the LORD, so they don’t need to be tried in the furnace.
They’ve learned faith and patience from the word of God, so they don’t need to learn it through 
earthly affliction to chasten them and turn them to God.

11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.
12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more 
out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is 
new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my 
new name.
13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

And so once again they are promised a crown, if they hold fast to the words of the LORD. 
Because only those that have been tried by God’s words, and have the gold of faith wrought in 
their hearts, will abide the day of judgment, and entire into Christ’s kingdom.
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And so in David’s day, only if the people had their hearts tried by the words of the LORD and all 
of the dross removed, could the kingdom be maintained.
And so God, unwilling to bring the trial of judgment upon Israel and David’s children, lest they all 
be burnt up like dross, and the seed of the Savior destroyed; instead he tried them with his pure, 
tried words, purifying their hearts, and thus preserved a godly seed, and the kingdom with the 
seed of the Messiah.
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